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SUBJECT: GUB PROMULGATES NARCOTIC DRUGS LAW 

1. GUB FEBRUARY 20 PROMULGATED LONG AWAITED NEW NARCOTICS 
DRUGS LAW, WHICH COVERES ALL ASPECTS OF ILLICIT DRUG TRAFFICKING. 
STRICT PENALTIES HIGHLIGHT THE LAW, WHICH MAKES CULTIVATION, 
PRODUCTION, POSSESSION, TRANSPORT, IMPORT, EXPORT, AND "CONTACTS 

WITH OTHER COUNTRIES RELATING TO" NARCOTICS, AND ACCEPTANCE OF 
BRIBES, ALL PUNISHABLE BY HEAVY FINES AND 5-10 YEARS IMPRISON- 
MENT. THE DEATH PENALTY CAN BE IMPOSED FOR PROCESSING OR SALE 
OF NARCOTICS. COMPULSORY REGISTRATION AND TREATMENT IS PRE- 
SCRIBED FOR ADDICTS. 

2. AT SAME TIME, GUB LISTED 101 DRUGS DECLARED AS NARCOTIC 
DRUGS; DECLARED DRUG ADDICTION A NOTIFIABLE DISEASE; ORDERED 
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ADICTS.AND DIRECTED ADICTS TO REGISTER BY APRIL22, 1974. 

AT PRESS CONFERENCE ANNOUNCING THESE MEASURES, HOME MINISTER 
U KO KO APPEALED TO PARENTS TO REPORT DRUG-ADDICTED CHILDREN, AND 
THREATENED LEGAL ACTION AGAINST ANY WHO FAIL TO COMPLY. 

3. EXEMPTED FOR FIVE YEARS FROM BAN ON POPPY CULTIVATION WERE 
18,734 ACRES IN 16 TOWNSHIPS OF SHAN STATE, WHERE ALTERNATIVE CROPS 
NOT YET AVAILABLE. IT WAS STATED THAT THE CULTIVATION AREA SET 
ASIDE WOULD PRODUCE ABOUT 50 TONS OF RAW OPIUM OF WHICH ABOUT 15 
TONS ANNUALLY NEEDED FOR PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURE. NOTHING 
WAS SAID ON THE USE OF THE EXCESS CROP, BUT IT WAS ANNOUNCED THAT 
CULTIVATION IN EXEMPTED AREAS WILL BE ENDED IN 3-5 YEARS. IN 
PRACTICE, MUCH OF THE EXEMPTED AREA LIES OUTSIDE GUB CONTROL. 

4. PRINTED TEXT OF NEW STATUTE WAS DATED "OCTOBER 12, 1973", 
INDICATING THAT GUB MOVED VERY DELIBERATELY IN REACHING FINAL 
ACCEPTANCE AND PROMULGATION. NO FOREIGN MEMBERS OF LOCAL PRESS 
CORPS WERE INVITED TO THE PRESS CONFERENCE AT WHICH IT WAS 
STATED THAT GUB ACCOMPLISHED ALL DRAFTING OF NEW LAW ON ITS 
OWN WITHOUT ANY OUTSIDE ASSISTANCE. PRESS WAS ALSO TOLD NO 
CURRENT OFFICIAL ESTIMATE AVAILABLE OF NUMBER OF ADDICTS. 

5. COMMENT: INITIAL ANALYSIS OF LAW LEAVES IMPRESSION THAT 

IT IS EXTREMELY THOROUGH AND FAR REACHING. IT DEMONSTRATES ONCE 
AGAIN THAT GUB MEANS BUSINESS, ALTHOUGH ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
"GUARDIAN" EDITORIAL COMMENT THAT THE LAW "SPELLS THE END OF 
NARCOTICS IN BURMA" IS OBVIOUSLY HIGHLY OPTIMISTIC. NEVERTHELESS, 
THE PUBLIC IS NOW ON NOTICE AS NEVER BEFORE TO STAY OUT OF ANY 
ASPECT OF THE NARCOTICS BUSINESS. 

6. TEXT OF LAW WILL FOLLOW BY AIRGRAM. 

LACEY 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LAW, NARCOTICS, DRUG TRAFFIC, DRUG CONTROL, ARRESTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 21 FEB 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: morefirh 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974RANG0000484 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: RANGOON 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1 974021 8/aaaaaqtc. tel 

Line Count: 94 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: morefirh 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 19 JUN 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <19 JUN 2002 by kelleyw0>; APPROVED <27 JUN 2002 by morefirh> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GUB PROMULGATES NARCOTIC DRUGS LAW 
TAGS: SNAR, BM 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




